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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

During 1992, local units of government (town, county, school and village) within the
geographic boundaries of the Town of Amhberst, New York will spend almost $362
million to provide governmental services. Based on the Town’s 1990 population, as
determined by the U.S. Bureau of Census, this local governmental expenditure equates
to $3,250 for every person in the Town. Since $362 million will be expended, there is
a correlation that requires that the local governmental units obtain a similar amount in

revenucs.

The purpose of this study is to quantify the $362 million, both in terms of revenues
and expenditures, into the following three major land use categories:

1 Residential

2) Comrmercial

3) Open Land
A numeric presentation of the study findings shows the following:

Revenues
Land Use over [under]
Category Revenues Expenditures Expenditures
Residendal  $289,489,668 $334,458,915 $[44,969,247]
Commercial 68,518,783 25,924,373 42,594,410
Open Land 4 404 2.013.367 2,374,837
$362.396.855 $362.396.855 3 -

Within the geographic boundaries of the Town of Amherst, as shown by the above, the
cost of providing the various local governmental services to the residential land use
category is subsidized by the commercial and open land categories. For every dollar of
local governmental revenue attributable to residential land use, $1.16 is expended by
the local governments in providing services to the residential land use category.
Conversely, for every dollar of local governmental revenue atiributable to commercial
land use, only $.38 is expended by local governments in providing services to that
category. The relationship for Open Land is that $.46 out of every dollar generated in
revenue is expended in providing local governmental services.

A graphic presentation of the study findings is presented on the following page.



Town of Amherst, New York
Cost of Servicing/Revenues Generated
By Major Land Use Category

$350,000,000

$300,000,000 -

$250,000,000

$200,000,000 -

$150,000,000 -

$100,000,000 —

$50,000,000 —

2

A A

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL OPEN LAND

$0

REVENUES EXPENDITURES




VIOHIWWOD 7] TVILN3QIS3H 1

30IAY3S
NOLLVEHO3Y [} ALNNWAOD FR

INVOVA/
WOV ]

SIILMILN B

%G8 V1

%02 0¥

UAMOJ, 9 UTYILA (PaST pue] JO

J “MOHIWNCD il TVILN3QISIY 73 ONVINSCO [

%1879

SN ANV

%0€°¢e

|

%0871

NOILLVO'TVA
gassassSy 1avXvL

suoneoy1sse]o Auradold [ear SNOLRA 911 JO] JIOA MY “ISIBYIY JO

uoriod) asn puef 01 (sAed oym) suonen[eA passasse a(qexe Jo di

YSUOTIR[3L 241 MOYS SIBYD SuIMofI0) SYL




Similarly, land use categories such as utilities, agriculture (working farm land) and
recreation and entertainment (ie, private country clubs) are classified as commercial.
Although these land use categories are a form of open space, their primary purpose is

commercial in nature.

Budget Allocations

Copies of the most recent adopted budgets were obtained from each of the local
governmental units that operate within the geographic boundaries of the Town of
Ambherst. Since several of the local governmental units have boundaries that are not
coterminous with that of the Town of Ambherst, ie., the County of Erie and the Sweet
Home Central School District, proration of their budgets were done on the basis of
taxable full valuations to ascertain the portion of the budget that is applicable within the
Town of Amherst.

Allocation of the revenues and expenditures contained in each of the budgets, as
prorated where applicable, to the three major land use categories was achieved in one

of three ways:

1) Primary direct recipient of service

2) Interviews

3) Relationship of taxable assessed valuations
The primary direct recipients of governmental service approach is used in those
instances wherein a budget item clearly is attributable to a single land use category. If
the primary direct recipient is a person, the assignment is made to residential. For
example, the expenditures of the three school districts are assigned to the residential
land use category because neither commercial nor open land categories send children to
school. The primary direct recipient of school related expenditures is the residential

land use category.

In those instances where the primary direct recipient of the governmental service is
more than one land use category, interviews were conducted with local government
officials to ascertain an appropriate allocation of the budget item to the land use
categories. For example, in the case of fire service expenditures, the number of fire
calls to residential properties, commercial properties and open land serves as the basis
for allocating this expenditure among the three land use categories. Presented in
Appendix A is a summary of governmental officials interviewed.



RESULTS

This section of the report details our findings and sets forth the various data that we

accumulated. Also contained within this section is our analysis ¢f the data.

Presented in Appendix B is a detailed analysis of the local governments budgeted

revenues and the allocation of them to the three major land use categories.

Presented in Appendix C is a detailed analysis of the local governments budgeted
expenditures and the allocation of them to the three major land use categories.

The data in these appendices shows the following relationships of costs expended to

revenues attributable to the three major land use categories:

Land Use
Category

Residential
Commercial

Open Land

Revenues
$289,489,668
68,518,783

4 404

$362.396.835

Expenditures
$334,453,915
25,924,373

2.01 1

$362.396.855

Revenues
over {under]

Expendiures
$[44,969,247]
42,594,410

2,374,837

L_.____.._..—'"—__

Ratio of
Revenues to

Expenditures
$1.00/%$1.16
$1.00/3.38

$1.00/8.46

The above shows, for those taxable real properties located in the Town of Amherst,
New York, that the cost of providing services to the residential land use category by
local governments is more than the revenues generated by and/or attributable to
residential properties. The difference in cost is subsidized by the commercial and open

land type properties.



APPENDIX A

TOWN OF AMHERST INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
COST OF SERVICING/REVENUES GENERATED
LAND USE STUDY

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS INTERVIEWED

Amherst Central School District....ieeeniineene. Mark Whyle
Ambherst Sr. Fire Dispatcher....inn Raymond Braun
F =11 e ) SUUT OO PPPPPPR Harry Williams
Assistant Planning DIrector.........ccvoviiiiineninnns Charles Brown
Building Commissioner.....ccccoovviniiiinnnininin Thomas Ketchum
Chief of PoliC..iiivririiiiiiiiniiiiiiicieieas John Askey
Comptroller. oo Don Burkard
County of Erie, County Clerk's Office......ccounnnne Paul Sorrentino
County of Erie, County Executive's Office............ Eli Mundy
Disaster Coordinator.....cccieieiriviiarreninseenennises James Zymanek
Engineering DireCtor.........ocoinviiinininninen. Paul Bowers

L TS (T F ST USSP TOUPR PP William Everett
Receiver Of TaxesS....cooiieiimmnraninrnnsinn, Susan Jaros
Superintendent of Highways........oiminnces Patrick Lucey
Sweet Home Central School DistriCt......ccceeeenes Beverly Vaarwerk
Town CleTK.vimeeiicirreieiieniiiiiirrssra e ceisaennes Susan Grelick
Town Deputy ALOINEY...cccireeriiriiirrsnarcnnannnens Tohn P. Lane
Village of Williamsville Clerk/Treasurer................ Theresa Cummings
Williamsville Central School DiStriCt....ceenrenneences Yusan Arena
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